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Background Information 
 
UNC Greensboro continues to have an impact on the research literature, the discovery 
of new knowledge, the health and vibrancy of our community, and on student 
transformation through our scholarship, research, and creative activity.   As a result of 
excellence in both scholarship and community engagement, UNC Greensboro continues 
to be designated by the Carnegie Foundation as a doctoral granting institution with 
higher research activity (R2; their second highest classification, placing us in the top 5% 
of higher education institutions) as well as a community engaged institution.  Only 37 
doctoral institutions in the country are distinguished for both higher research activity 
and community engagement. 
 
External Funding Trends 
 
This year’s total external funding was up about ½ million over last year.  Our annual 
external funding over the last five years averages $30,685,386, in a funding 
environment that continues to be extremely competitive. Approximately 40% of our 
awards are federal; 22% from NC agencies; 22% from other educational and research 
institutions; 9.3% comes from foundations, business/ industry; and nonprofit 
organizations; 4.9% from local government; and the remaining from other sponsors 
such as non-NC state governments.  Submissions were down, due primarily to an 
increase in multi-year submissions (2015 was at an all-time high) and collaborations 
with other institutions of higher education on larger, collaborative projects which will 
help seed awards in future years. 
 
Awards and Submissions   
  

 7/1/15 to 6/30/16 7/1/14 to 6/30/15 

SUBMISSIONS Number Amount Number Amount 

 373 $83,101,202 443 $145,502,267 

AWARDS Number Amount Number Amount 

 252 $30,705,538 265 $30,255,993 



 
Top 5 Units 

Total Awards 

Office of Research & Economic Development $9,898,876 
Health & Human Sciences   $8,903,0244 
College of Arts & Sciences $6,256,436 
School of Education $3,417,545 
Bryan School of Business    $   780,3870 

 
Top 10 Departments/Centers Total Awards 

Human Development & Family Studies $6,379,114 
SERVE $4,839,891 
Chemistry & Biochemistry $2,478,333 
Office Vice Chancellor Research & Economic Development $1,820,402 
Center for Youth, Family, & Community Studies $1,678,345 
Dean’s Office, School of Education $1,196,391 
Teacher Education/Higher Education $  992,045 
Center for Translational Biomedical Research $  838,498 
Biology $  852,479 
Specialized Education $  623,005 

 
 
Selected Highlights 
 
Research and scholarship from faculty and students are making a difference in a wide 
array of areas: from helping nonprofits to be more successful through insightful 
program evaluation to helping save bee colonies; from building the framework for 
healthy relationships to implementing innovative approaches to reduce domestic 
violence; from providing an array of low cost, participatory arts opportunities to the 
Triad to winning Grammy’s for music education; from identifying the pathways by 
which physical activity is affecting cognition to developing new treatments for disease 
based on compounds from nature.  These examples provide a rich environment in which 
undergraduates as well as graduate students hone their own critical thinking skills and 
discover their passion for making an impact. 

UNC Greensboro continues to contribute to an increasingly vibrant innovation 
community.  This past year 2 patents were awarded; 7 were filed or converted; 70 
different agreements were negotiated for 38 faculty and staff with 10 new disclosures, 
70% of which included students as part of the team.  This year, UNCG’s Office of 
Innovation and Commercialization partnered to secure funding to support faculty 
research including grants from the National Science Foundation and the NC 
Biotechnology Center.  

As evident by our Carnegie Classification as an Engaged University, UNC Greensboro 
continues to be active on this front collaborating with local, state, and national partners 
to address some of the challenges facing our communities.  We serve on the UNC 
Engagement Council, the UNC Economic Transformation Council, on key economic 



engagement groups at the city, regional, and state levels including InnovateNC (a new 
initiative aimed at growing innovation hubs in cities across NC where Greensboro is one 
of the five cities selected), and serving on multiple state and national task 
forces/workgroups such as the NC Institute of Medicine and the National Academy of 
Medicine.   

UNC Greensboro continues to be distinguished by its vibrant undergraduate research 
and creative activity activities.  This year 57 undergraduate assistantships were awarded 
and 134 undergraduate authors and co-authors presented at the campus expo, 
representing 31 different departments and 70 faculty mentors. 
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